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Questions for Discussion on readings by Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow, Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat, W.E. B. DuBois, The Suppression of the African Slave Trade, and Alan Blinder, Free Trade 

Free Trade – Historical and Contemporary Understandings 

Questions for the first hour – You must work with a partner 

Historical readings:  Howard Zinn, W.E.B. DuBois,  and Jacqueline Jones 

1. DuBois and Zinn – Dubois’ brief excerpt outlines the intent of a monograph on the slave trade in the U.S. and internationally.  What was ultimately his purpose?   Locate one passage in this reading that describes the significance of the trade in human chattel to the global economy  from the late 16th century to the mid 19th century.  

2.  What is the cultural factor/belief/value that turned trade in slaves into a desirable/essential  economic activity?  

3.  How were relationships with Native-American Indians part of the reason why colonists actively pursued the importation of slaves? 

4.  Who were the entrepreneurs in slave trading?  How did they accomplish their economic pursuits, i.e., what role did their governments play in starting up the business of slave trading? 

Jones – 

5.  What is the same/different in the descriptions of the history of slavery in Jones work? 

6.  Was the female slave in some ways more important to the sustenance of a labor and trading economy than the male slave?   Why?   

7.  What role did gender attitudes play in the treatment of female slaves?  Did gender affect the relationships between white women in the master’s household and black women?  Detail and explain. 

8.  How were black children in the slave household socialized into gender roles?  How were white children socialized (i.e., trained) for their adult lives and relationships with slaves? 

9.  What about the non-owning white planter class?  Who were they  What role did they play in the economy?  In the treatment of black slaves.  

10.  In early slave history Zinn suggests that an opportunity was lost for solidarity and alliance between white and black workers.  Explain.  

Alan Blinder, Free Trade 

1.  Each of you come up with a definition of free trade. 

2. Connect each of these terms to each other – individualism, supply, specialization, U.S. and other countries, employment, competition in the markets (local and international), and unfair competition in the global markets. 

3.  What parts of the reading help you understand globalization today?  What else do you need to better understand globalization of the economy; why (is it in another reading)? 

1.  Friedman – What are the the definitions of globalization in a historical context offered by this author? 

2.  He states at one point that globalization used to be thought of as the relationships between governments and big businesses.  That it is not that today.  What is it then and why? 

3.  What are the implications of flattening of the world economic/social relationships? 

Good, bad?  

4.  Do you have a sense of peoples of different backgrounds and how they are relating to each other from Friedman’s account?  Is something not there that you want to know more about? 

Contemporary (exercise to look up and familiarize yourself with three financial entities that are important to globalization of the economy today – WTO, IMF, World Bank).

1.  What is the mission of the World Bank?  Supports other countries to fight povery with passion and professionalism.

2.  What is the mission of the World Trade Organization? 

3.  What is the International Monetary Fund? 

